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Charles P. Allen High School

200 Innovation Drive, Bedford, NS  B4B 0G4
Tel: (902) 832-8964  Ext.  755-1239
English 12 - Semester 2 – 2014
Teacher: Ms. J. Payne 239
Email:  jpayne@staff.ednet.ns.ca/JPayne2@hrsb.ns.ca
English 12 is an academic course designed to enhance student skills in the areas of reading, writing, speaking and understanding.  We will be exploring literature (The Road), poetry, plays (The Crucible), magazine/newspaper articles and visual media, in an attempt to improve our ability to analyze and understand textual information.  This is an intensive course designed to challenge students; be prepared to work hard to achieve success!
Our planning for improvement goal is to develop the critical thinking skills of all students. The English 12 curriculum

challenges you to question, reflect, research, create and support ideas with evidence. You will be expected to show evidence of this learning every day. This means reading, thinking, note-making, writing, and conversation each and every day.  

Class Requirements:

Students will be expected to have the following with them for each class:

· Textbook

· 3-Ring Binder and Loose-leaf 

· Pens, Pencils and Erasers (all hand-written assignments will be completed in blue or black ink)

· USB Drive (at times)
· Password for school computer network
· Active school email account
· Art supplies and magazines will be useful to collect
Student Responsibilities:
1.  Attendance in all classes is mandatory due to the large amount of work that needs to be covered.  If you miss class time, you are still accountable for the work covered.  You must get “caught up”.  Having said that, I cannot recreate the experience of being in an 80 minute class in an email or a 30 second conversation, and handouts or notes do not replace the experience of being in class.  Barring illness or medical appointments, it is mandatory that you attend all classes.  For absences of choice (planned vacations, etc) You are responsible for missed learning opportunities; please inform me in advance of departure to discuss the situation. You must arrange (prior to leaving) an alternate date for assessments you may miss while away
2.  Students should take ownership in ensuring they complete any evaluation they missed through absenteeism.  This should be done on the student’s own time.  Assignment Recovery Room (ARR): This is a mandatory time for you to catch up on missed formative assessments when you have been absent from class without a valid reason or negligent in handing in assignments. Once the extended deadline has expired or you choose not to utilize the ARR, are accepting a mark of zero.

3.All assignments passed in for evaluation are expected to follow guidelines outlined in class.
4.Tardiness may also lead to academic hardships.  Students are asked to be on time for class.  Those showing up late should make minimal disruption when entering.   
5. Please be prepared for class.  Have writing utensils, paper and any assigned texts.
6.  Plagiarism, either identical copying of others’ work or presenting others’ ideas as your own without proper references, is a serious offence. Submitting plagiarized assessments will result in a phone call home, a referral to the office and may result in automatic loss of exemption.  

Student Assessment and Evaluation:

Student assessment and evaluation is directly linked to English 12 Outcomes.  Total Semester Course Work will be given a mark out of 100%, which equals 80% of the final mark.  The final evaluation, the EXAM, will be given a mark out of 100%, which equals 20% of the final mark.
Speaking and Listening is worth 20% of your semester mark.  These types of evaluations might include oral presentations, Socratic Circles or student/teacher interviews.
Reading and Viewing is worth 35% of your semester mark.  These types of evaluations might include literacy charts, journals, individual and group presentations, tests and quizzes.

Writing and other Ways of Representing is worth 45% of your semester mark.  These types of evaluations may include dialectic journals, essays, memoirs and reflections.

English 12 Outcomes

These outcomes frame the objectives of this course and inform assessment.

Speaking and Listening:  As outcomes of their cumulative learning experiences in English language arts, it is expected that by the end of Grade 12 students will be able to examine others’ ideas and synthesize what is helpful to clarify and extend their own understanding; articulate, advocate and justify positions on an issue, showing an understanding of a range of opposing viewpoints; interact in both leadership and support roles in a range of situations, some of which are characterized by complexity of purpose, procedure, and subject matter; demonstrate how spoken language influences and manipulates, and reveals ideas and attitudes; ask discriminating questions to acquire, interpret, analyze and evaluate ideas and information; listen critically to analyze and evaluate concepts, ideas and information; adapt language and delivery for a variety of audiences and purposes in informal and formal contexts, some of which are characterized by complexity of purpose, procedure and subject matter; respond to a wide range of complex questions and directions; reflect critically on and evaluate their own and others’ uses of language in a range of contexts, recognizing elements of verbal and nonverbal messages that produce powerful communication; consistently demonstrate active listening and concern for the needs, rights and feelings of others; address the demands of a variety of speaking situations, making critical language choices, especially of tone and style; 

Reading and Viewing:  By the end of grade 12 students will be expected to select texts to support their learning needs and range of special interests; read widely and experience a variety of literary genres and modes from different provinces and countries and world literature from different literary periods; articulate their understanding of ways in which information texts are constructed for particular purposes; use the cueing system and a variety of strategies to construct meaning in reading and viewing complex and sophisticated print and media texts; articulate their own processes and strategies in exploring, interpreting and reflecting on sophisticated texts and tasks; access, select and research, in systematic ways, specific information to meet personal and learning needs; make informed personal responses to increasingly challenging print and media texts and reflect on their responses; articulate and justify points of view about texts and text elements; critically evaluate the information they access; show the relationships among language, topic, purpose, context and audience; respond critically to complex and sophisticated texts. 

 Writing and Other Ways of Representing:  By the end of grade 12 students will be expected to use writing and other ways of representing to explore, interpret, and reflect on their experiences, including experiences with challenging texts and issues; use note-making strategies to reconstruct increasingly complex knowledge; make effective choices of language and techniques to enhance the impact of imaginative writing and other ways of representing; produce writing and other forms of representation characterized by increasing complexity of thought, structure and conventions; demonstrate understanding of the ways in which the construction of texts can create, enhance or control meaning; evaluate the responses of others to their writing and media productions; apply their knowledge of what strategies are effective for them as creators of various writing and media productions; use the conventions of written language accurately and consistently in final products; use technology to effectively serve their communication purposes; demonstrate a commitment to the skilful crafting of a range of writing and other representations; integrate information from many sources to construct and communicate meaning. 

I GET IT…

In keeping with point 1.4.1 from the HRSB Assessment Policy/Procedure that states:

Students will be provided with multiple opportunities to demonstrate their understanding of the outcomes including: quizzes, tests, guided responses, essays, personal reflections, film studies, creative projects, presentations, and unit studies. Throughout the semester, students may feel they have not successfully demonstrated their understanding of particular outcomes and would like another opportunity to do so. Students need to make arrangements in accordance with the assessment and evaluation policy in a timely manner in order to obtain this opportunity. 

English requires commitment to achieve the outcomes. Students are responsible for accepting responsibility and ownership for their own learning through active involvement in the assessment and evaluation process in order to discover how they learn best and to understand exactly where they are in relation to the defined curriculum outcomes. 

In order for students to take advantage of the second opportunity for an assessment he or she must demonstrate a commitment to learning the material with which they struggled.  No small part of this is attending class and extra help sessions to cover the material in question.  

